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1 . TURK CYPRIOT PRESS WIDELY REPORTED CEREMONIES HELD IN FAMAGUSTA 
SEPT 17 FOR DEPARTING TURKISH TROOPS. TURKISH CYPRIOT 

NEWS AGENCY (TAK), QUOTING UNIDENTIFIED SOURCES, REPORTED 
THAT 3,000 OFFICERS AND MEN HAD DEPARTED, BRINGING TOTAL TROOP 
DEPARTURES TO 14,000 AND CURRENT STRENGTH TO 20-25,000. TAK 
ALSO REPORTED THAT ADDITIONAL UNIT NUMBERING 300 WOULD BE 
WITHDRAWN SHORTLY. 

2. TURK CYPRIOT LEADER DENKTASH, ASKED TO COMMENT ON WITH- 
DRAWALS, SAID THAT IT WAS NATURAL FOR TURKISH FORCES 

IN CYPRUS TO BE REDUCED AS SECURITY SITUATION STABLIZED AND 
THAT MORE UNITS WILL BE WITHDRAWN AFTER TURKISH CYPRIOT 
SECURITY FORCE IS REORGANIZED. 

3. COMMENT: IF OUR MEMORY SERVES US CORRECTLY, TURKF 

HJVE FORMALLY ANNOUNCED CN PAST TRMOP REDUCTIONS TOTALLING 
12,000. THUS, IF NEW TOTAL OF 14,000 IS ACCURATE, EITHER 
PREVIOUS REDUCTIONS WERE LESS THAN THOSE ANNOUNCED OR 
CURRENT REDUCTION IS LESS THAN 3,000 REPORTED IN PRESS. 

DAO CYPRUS ESTIMATED IN AUGUST THAT TURKISH TROOP STRENGTH 
IN CYPRUS WAS ON THE HIGH SIDE OF 25-28,000 RANGE. ALLOWING 
FOR SOME INACCURACY ON SLIPPAGE IN REPORTED 3,000-MAN FIGURE 
FOR RECENT REDUCTION, WE BELIEVE CURRENT TROOP LEVELS TO BE 
IN 23-26,000 RANGE. 
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